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only by the Eminence, but by the Multi- 


beartily caſt it in, as the Widow gave ber 


Mite to the Treaſury, and wiſh it may do 
Good according totbe Heartine|s with which 
I ſend it into the Service. As bis 
T bought made me eaſily give way to its 
Publication, I was as ſoon determined, that 

J would Dedicate to No- body elſe , that 
which of Right was Yours, And as ever 
ſince Providence placed me in this Station 
wherein I bav nom ſiood for fome'Years, 

I bave reteived from Your Friendſhip a 

| Generous Defence. and Sbelter, and Encou- 
 ragement of my Labours'; I am glad of 
this Opportunity of Aſſuring You in thit 


. 
Way, That I am, with great "ſt and 
Senſe of Tour Favours, 


SIR, 


Your much Obliged and 


very Humble Servant, # 


Fran. Hutchinſon. 
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Teen the five men departed, and came to 141% and 
ſaw the people that were therein, how they dwelt 
careleſs, after the manner of the Z ae quiet 
and ſecure; and there was no Magiſtrate in the 


Land, that might put them to ſhame in any thing; 
and they were 4 from the Zidonians , 5 bad no 
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n Lie 


BIS Chap ter is 4 brief Hiſtory: of a little 
Colony o F Davites, that wanting Room and 
Convenience in that part of Canaan where 
the reſt of their Tribe was ſettled, fell upon a 
Peoghs gs nutnerous than themſelves ; but com- 
ing ſuddenly upon them, and finding them Vicious, 
Careleſs, nwarlike, they made them an ealy Prey, 
burnt up their City, put the People to the Sword, and 
ſettled themſelves in the Place. And though Multitudes 
of Men are hard to be convinced of any Truth, that 
draws them off from preſent Eaſe, Pleaſure, and Self- 
Intereſt, to virtuous Cares and a Publick Spirit ; yet 
ſuch Hiſtories as this are ſo Inſtructive, that they can 
hardly chuſe but teach ſome Kntwledge and very .uſe- 


ful I | 

For true Hiſtory i is one of the faleſt Guides of Hu- 
man Life, The Inſpired Writers making ſo much o 
our Holy Bible Hiſtorical, teach us this 3 and ſound Ren 
B ſo 
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ſon greatly confirms it. For as God is the ſame through 
all Periods of Time, ſo he preſerves his Works the ſame 
before him. As Face anſwers to Face, ſo the Works 
and Fortunes of Men and Nations in one Generation an- 
ſwer to another: There is ſomething of Difference, 
and yet for Subſtance they are the ſame. As therefore Men 
learn the preſent Natures of Things; by viewing them 
with their Eyes and Glaſſes; they Jearn the long Train of 
Nations Fortunes, with the Springs and Cauſes of their 
Riſe, Progreſs and Fall, by looking into ' Hiſtofy ; in 
which the Gauſes of their Flouriſhing or Decay are made 
viſible, and ren for :ithe Inſpection and Learning 
of thoſe: that come aftr. 
And as all true Hiſtory, both Sacred and Civil is of 
ſuch excellent Uſe, from this one Chapter where the 
Text is we learn many Things that are proper for our 


Obſervation and Remembrance. 


Buy the fatal Calamity theſe People ſuffered for 
want of good Governors, we learn how, much Honour and 
Loye a Nation owes to good e are often 
waking when their People ſleep.; and, watch to find; out, 
meet with, and prevent all Dangers at a diſtance, - 
Me learn, 2dly. With what virtuous Patience and Stea- 
dineſs a People myſt bear up under ſuch Burdens, as are 


- W 


needful to prèſerve their Countrey from the Projects and 
Attempts of unjuft Neighboures. 
3dly, By the Calamity theſe People of Laiſb ſuffered 
for want of good Confederates, we learn. how much it 
is our Wiſdom as well as Virtue, by great Juſtice, Fide- 
lity and Friendſhip, to ſtrengthen and confirm thoſe Na- 
tional Leagues and Confederacies,which,under God, have 
been the Cauſe of that Safety which through God's 


Mercy we enjoy. 1 


Abo, 
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- qthly, We learn how neceſſary it is to a Nation's Safe: 
ty, that internal Virtue, and — Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, and punithung Vice, be added to Warlike Cares 
and Preparations, - ' 

By the Zeal both of Micah 100 theſe Danitts chu 
his Image and Zamaphim, we learn how dangerous and 
troubleſome Error, and Ignorance; and Superſtition, oft+ 
en make Men and Nations to one another: And by: 
conſequence; we learn, That it is of great Importance, 
that a People be well inſtructed in ſound and true Know. 
| ledge of Things, and ſober Notions. © 

We learn many more Points beſides theſe ; but inſtead 
of taking notice of them, I will proceed 10 diſcourſe | 
open ſuch of theſe as Tiras, wal OI 


And to paſs over the iſt I — we learn . 
That we muſt bear up with Patience and Steadineſs un- 
der thoſe Burdens, tliat are needful to preſerve our 
Countrey from the Projects and Attempts of unjuſt 
Neighbours. We learn, that the natural Advantiges oe 
Bleſſings which Providence hath given a Countrey, 
not ſufficient to ſecure the Inhahitants of it 8 —— 
Happy; unleſs to the Bleſſings of Providence they add 
their own Vigilance, and Care, and every thing that is 
needful to Guard and Secure it from ill Neighbours. 

For theſe People of Laiſp had a Large Land, and 
_ in great Quiet. The xoth verſe faith, here was #0 

of a9 thing ng, that was in the.earth. The Variety of 
their leſſings Was as remarkable as its Abundance ; and 
all that Variety within themſelves, the natural Product 
of their own Soil: For they had no commerce or dealing 
with any of their neighbours,” It was x Condition this, 
that might very well have been Envied, if others would 


re been as 2 from: 3 wa them;as they on 
from 
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from deſigning upon others: But the Neighbourhood of 


Nations is not ſo fafe and friendly to one another. While 


one Nation 1s g's in Planting and Ploughing its Fields , 
another is too o 

Crop. While theſe People of Laiſb were enjoying and 
admiring their own Plenty of all things, the hungry 
Danites fixed their Eyes upon their Wealth , as a Wolf 


glares round a Sheepfold, till he finds a place to leap up- 
on them with Advantage. Accordingly they ſent, Five 


Men to them, not to offer Terms bf Union with, orSettle- 
ment amongſt them, but to pry out ſecretly whether it 
was true which they had heard of their Careleſneſs and 


Riches. The Spies made their Journey, and having 


found their Information right, 1 back. They 
communicated what they had ſeen, to an Aſſembly of 
their Brethren. They got together about Six hundred 
Armed Men. They plundered Micah's Chappel in the 
Way as they went. They came SY them for all that, 
without theſe People having heard any thing of what 
had paſſed. They ſeized and burnt their Town. The 
ſweetneſs ofs the Prey made them find no reluQance in 
putting them to the Sword 4 and then with great Mirth 


and Pleaſure they divided the place amongſt them. And 


as this is an Ancient Old Teſtament Hiſtory, it would be 


happy for the World if there were no ſuch cruel things 
done under the New, But Men are no Changelings in 
this, any more than in other Matters. There are in all 
Ages both ſtarving Danites, and Unjuſt Ambitious Nim- 
rods,: that fall upon their Neighbours Unprovoked, and 
without giving Warning. Common Reaſon, indeed, and 


Juſtice, the Laws of Nations and of Nature, forbid ſuch 
things: The Divine Writings that record ſuch Facts for 
our Admonition, give us warning not to follow them: 
Chriſtianity doth more than ever any Religion did be- 
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fore, to deter Men from ſuch Acts of Cruelty, and make 
them reſt contented with their own : But Men that be- 
lieve neither God nor Judgment, can eaſily break tho- 
rough the ſtrongeſt Bonds that even Chriſtianity hath 
ſet to our Human Nature. The Proſperity which God 
for wiſe Reaſons doth ſometimes permit ſuch Da- 
nites, and their awn greedy Deſires and Wants, often 


lead them on to ſuch like Actions, rather than to honeſt 
Labour and Diligence, and ſuch Endeavours, as with 


God's Bleſſing would provide them a Sufficiency without 
ſuch Crimes. #- | 

And therefore a People that God hath bleſt with Trade 
and Riches, and Native Bleſſings, muſt not think they 
may ſpend all upon their Pleaſures in their private Hou- 
ſes ; but muſt conſider, how much is to ſecure 
their Happineſs from the treacherous and ſudden Inſults 
of rapacious Neighbours, For though a virtuous Nati- 
on muſt never ſerve others. in that it muſt be- 


ware that others may not ſerve it ſo. Though we muſt 


hate the Principles of Violence, we muſt be ready to 
meet with thoſe that act by them. We muſt not think 
we ſecure our ſelves ſufficiently, by expoſing, inveighin 
and reproving the Wickedneſs, and high Injuſtice of fu 
perfidious Men and Actions; But we muſt be prepared 
to beat them back, and then we ſhall have time to re- 
roach their Wickedneſs, with ſuch Arguments as will 
more convincing. And without that, what little 
Effect will the ſtrongeſt Reaſons of Equity and Chriſtia- 
nity have upon bad Men, either in our publick or pri- 
vate Concerns 2 If any can be ſuppos d ſuch Strangers in 
the World, as to want Scripture: Proof of that Point, 
this ſame, Hiſtorical Chapter lays it before us in the An- 
ſwer that the Danites gave to the lamentable Cry and 


very juſt Complaint of poor Micah. For as theſe Da- 
| Y | nites 
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virts were inalieir way to Laiſß, they plundered the Houſe 
of Micah's | nh hile ſome kept him in diſcourſe at 
the Gate, o took away his New Image, and Ephod, 
and Teraphim: For tho“ 6: oy were . 146. 
latry an Superſtition, the Bamtet were as fond of them 
as he was. And when Micab found his Chappel robb'd 
and empty, he got together as many as he could of his 
Houſhold, aud overtook,, and expoſtulated with them 
for the Injuſtice they had done him. And what Anſwer 
did he get, when by had not equal Strength to back his 
ſtrong Reaſons? Say they, Let not thy voice be heard a. te 
mongſt us , 5 1 fellows run «pon thee , and thou loſe de 
— ue, and the Iroes'of thy 27 houſhold. And if he had tu 
bethought himſelf n y, and taken that for good ti 
Ae „very likely themſelves would have ſent jo 
the angry Fellows upon Bim. 
They are good hard Leſſons that theſe Things teach 
us; And tis pity there is any need to learn them : But 
better learn them from others Ills, than our own Suffer- 
ings. And if we would not be 8 our ſelves of 
fome part of what we read in this Chapter, we muſt be 
| patient under ſuch Burdens; as our Wiſe and Juſt Go- . 
vernment doth now, or ever ſhall find needful for our gre 
Defence and Prefervation. That is the Inſtruction we Ne 
aſt receive from this Hiſtorical Chapter, which the ¶ ſhi 
ivine Writings have left upon Record for our Learning; | 
Though we muſt not be a Nation that delights in War, the 
and is forward to difturb our Neighbours ; yet we muſt Sac 
bear our ſeveral Parts that are needful to carry on that ken 
War which our Excellent Government hath thou 0 kin 
juſt and neceſſary. It is always acceptable and pop pur 
to complain of Burdens, and call for Peace and Eaſe of 81 
Taxes: But we muſt remember, that our Taxes are not wel 
given for the Invaſion of our Neighbours, but to keep {Nat 
us 
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us from being ſerved like Laiſb. We have a Davite near 
us, that without the pretence of Poyerty to excuſe 


him, hath laid his Hands upon many a Neighbour, 


and would have been as glad to have ſurprized us, as 
any of all that e're he ſeized: If ever any fatal Time 
brings forth that ſad Opportunity, which ( thanks be 
to the Almighty) lie hath not now; he will want no 
Reaſons to give for his Action: He will think it Merit 
with God, and Glory with Man. He hath brought 
himſelf under high Obligations, Promiſes, and Vows, 
to take the firſt time of doing that, which cannot be 
done without a Sea of Egli Blood, and as hard a For- 
tune as ever our Land went through ſince it was a Na- 
tion. Since our Age hath the Unhappineſs as to be 
joined contemporary with ſuch a bad Neighbour; and 
ſince. he hath not hitherto found us a careleſs effeminate 
Laiſb; let us continue to keep up our 7 75 Warlike 
Spirit, ſo long as till our Vigilint and Wiſe Govern- 


ment hath Reaſon to hope they have driven back, and 


ſhut up our Danite ſafe and quiet in his own Tribe. 
„5 my Rei 02 2971.48 101 
34ly. This Piece of Sacred Hiſtory lays before us the 
great Need and Uſe of Good Confederates,” and the 
Neceſſity of that National Juſtice, Fidelity, and Friend- 
ſhip, Longer is er er. to ſupport them. © f 
I hope I need; make no Apol for enlarging upon 
theſe kind of Virtues: They art rely From this 
Sacred Hiſtory. For, to its Commendation be it ſpo- 
ken, our Holy Religion inſtructs its Diſciples in ſuch 
kind of Duties as theſe, as well as thoſe that are more 
purely ſpiritual. Our Holy Bible doth not only teach 
s Faith and Devotion, but Stedfaſtneſs in publick as 
well as private Juſtice, excellent Wiſdom, Fidelity in 
National Leagues and Contracts, and all Civil Virtues. 
7 92 | It 
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: ; It makes Men not only pious and devout , but 


ood 
Commonwealths-Men, faithful Friends, and uſefal- in 
all Stations. And therefore S * to the Third 
Point of Wiſdom and Virtue, we learn from this 
Hiſtory of Laiſp: And that is, | 


34y. The Need and Uſe of Good Confederates, and 
the Neceſſity of mutual Juſtice and Fidelity, and excel- 
lent Friendſhip to one another. LL 
For in the 27th and 28h Verſes it is faid, Theſe Da- 
nites came , and found the people of Laiſh at quiet and ſe- 
cure, and ſmote them with the edge of the'ſword, and burnt 
their City with fire: And there was no deliverer, becauſe 
it was far from Zidon, and they had no buſineſs with any 
man. They were ſo far from Leagues Offenſive and 
Defenſive with their Neighbours, that they had not ſo 
much as Trade or Bufineſs that might have brought 
them ſome kind Intelligence of thoſe that were moving 
towards them. They had uſed themſelves to think all 
loſt, that was not ſpent. upon their Pride and Pleaſure. 
They had lived to themſelves, without affording Help 
to others; and therefore they fell by themſelves, with- 
out finding either Deliverer or Avenger of their Blood. 
Though their Caſe was hard and calamitous, theirNeigh- 
bours were not ſo forward as to run themſelves into War 
and Danger of their own Lives, for the ſake of thoſe 
that had been vicious and looſe, and never ſought for a- 
ny Leagues with their Neighbours ; perhaps had refuſed 
them, tor fear leſt they ſhould ſpend any part of their 
Money in ſaving other People from Miſery. 


And how lively, with what great Conviction, doth 
this lay before us the Wiſdom, Neceſſity, Virtue, I 
may ſay Chriſtianity of a Generous Friendſhip and 
Steddineſs in Leagues betwixt Nations? It is wiſe, mir 

bot 
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both to make and keep them; becauſe it doubles their 
Forces, and makes Leſſer Nations equal with Great ones. 
It is Safe; becauſe it plants Friends, Spies, Intelligen- 
cers and Guards round about them, that keep them from be- 
ing ſerved like Laiſp. It gives Opportunity for the Ex- 
erciſe of Truth, Juſtice, Honour, and the moſt gene- 
rous Friendſhip that one Nation can ſhew to another. 
For when one Part of a Confederacy happens to be ſur- 
prized, overborn, waſted, and unable to make an equal 
Defence ; it lays before them a Time for that — 
Charity, or rather Juſtice, in helping them; without 
counting the Coſt too ſtrictly, or exacting their a- 

eed Numbers, when their Nation is waſted that 
they cannot ſend them. And as Divine Providence 
hath in Mercy given us this more - deſirable Part 
of helping, rather than imploring Help from others; 
our Nation hath bravely acted up to it, with Ho- 
nour, Charity, Juſtice, Chriſtianity, and Wiſdom 
alſo. For all we have done, is ſo much Intereſt 
laid up in ſtore (we hope) both with God and 
Man, againſt any fatal Time wherein our Lot 


might be as hard as it lately was with Sævey. 


2 4 __ this 1 —4 learn the 
ece of Exeeuti Laws, for puniſni 

Vice and inert and putting evil * my. 
ſhame. For one great thing that brought this Peo- 
ple of Zaiſh into this feeble defenceleſs State, and 
tempted the Danites to fall upon them, was, 
their unpuniſhed Luxuries, and violent | diſorderly 
Way of living. By that the Danites knew they 
would be an eaſy Prey, and perhaps thought it 
would be no great Sin to deſtroy ſuch a Vicious 
my” C People. 


_ An Aſfxe-Sermon, P reach'd. 


People. For the Words of the Text ſay, They 
were careleſs, and had no Magiſtrate in the land, 
that might put them to ſhame in any thing. 

How ſtrict a. Senſe we may put upon that Word 
of having no iſtrate in the land, we do not 
well know. Perhaps, in thoſe early Ages they 
might really be without any ſworn Judges: For as 
the Sacred Hiſtory of our Bible bringing our Hu- 
man Race from Adam and Eve, lays before us 
the State and Hiſtory of. Men, and Nations, and 
Arts in a gradual Increaſe ; ſo Civil Hiſtory agrees 
with it, and ſhews us how all the Works of 
Man's Reaſon have been progreſſive, from ſmall Be- 
-ginnings , to higher Degrees of Perfection. It not 
only , ſhews us the Beginnings, firſt Authors, and 
After-ſteps of Plowing, Planting Vines, Writing , 
Printing, Navigation, and working in Braſs and 
Iron; but even of written Laws, and larger Go- 
vernments. | 8 

At firſt Government ſeems to have been little 
more than that Natural Right and Authority that 
Fathers had over their Chilarren and Servants, and 
ſuch as voluntarily put themſelves into their Fami- 
lies. For tho' it muſt certainly be a miſtaken 
{trained Notion, to make ſuch Patriarchal Govern- 
ment a Rule and Law to our more perfect and Le- 
gal Eſtabliſhments ; yet to me there ſeems little 
doubt, but that that was actually the moſt com- 
mon Form of the firſt imperfe» Governments : And 
very likely they continued till frequent Encroach- 
ments, and Robberies, and Murders. of one ano- 
ther, made it neceſſary for -them , either by - the 
leſs deſirable way of Conqueſt, or the more mw 

on 
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onal way of voluntary Unions, to join together 
their ſeveral Houſholds into larger Legal X;ngaoms 
and Commonwealths : And upon that foot, the mutu- 
al Rights of Princes and People would be, by the 
eternal Law and Will of God, Jure Divino; not 
what they had been betwixt Fathers and Sons; 
not any one particular Form of Government ; but 
what their ſeveral Conſtitutions made them. 

But. after they were advanced ſo far as to have 
thoſe larger eltabliſh'd Governments, it was long 
before they 12 50 that Point, of having written 
Codes of well-digeſted Laws, to be the known 
Meaſures of private Dealings, and publick Juſtice. 
And . theſe People of 2 being careleſs, irreligi- 
' ous, minding their Pleaſures more than the Good 
and Improvement of their, . Countrey ; they were 
not got ſo forward as to have ſettled Magiſtrates, 
to defend the Induſtrious in their honeſt Labours , 
and puniſh and ſhame the unruly and lawleſs. Ei- 
ther they had no Judges at all, as the Text 
ſeems to intimate; or none that had Courage and 
Power cnough to keep their, Town from being a 
very looſe, diforderly., - il-govern'd Place: Rod 
therefore theſe Danites being Jews ,- that had ſeen 
the good Effect of their own Divine and more 
perfect Government , concluded that. oy would be 
an eaſy. Prey; and the Effect ſhewed that they 
„n 

And how doth this expoſe Idleneſs, and Vice, 
and looſe Living, beyond the keeneſt Satyr that 
I could make upon them? With what lively Co- 
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lours doth it ſhew looſe Men their own Pictures, 


and the fatal Miſeries to which they often bring, 
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not only themſelves, but all "thoſe who are fo 
unhappy as to be joined with them in the ſame 
Government? With what great Conviction doth it 


teach us, That Internal Virtue, and Adminiſtra- 


tion of Juſtice, and puniſhing Vice, are as need- 
ful to give Strength to all Parts of the Govern- 


ment within, as Guards and Gariſons are to de- 


i 8 


fend it without? | ; 
And as this is the moſt proper Point upon 


which 1 can ſpend the Remainder of this of 


courſe, let us confider how many ſeveral ways 
Virtue and Good Government, like a right Fer. 
mentation in the Blood, help to prevent and 
purge off the Diſeaſes of a Conſtitution; and in- 
creaſe its Strength , Number, | Riches , Safety, 
and all Things that are either an Ornament, or 
Help to it. cs 121 *& . 2 8 I \ : | S R. 
Puniſhing the Idle and Diſorderly, increaſes , the 
Wealth of a Nation, by keeping Men to thoſe 
Labours that draw forth the natural hidden Riches 
of all Soils. Puniſhing Frauds and Cheats in Tr 
and Bargains, increaſes Riches, by making Trade 
ſafe, pleaſant , and profitable. Maintaining Men in 
the quiet Poſſeſſion of what they have got by 
their honeſt Labours,, or fair Compacts; and lay- 


ing effectual fitting Puniſhments' upon all wilful Per- 


jurles, Forgeries, Violences and Knaviſh Tricks; 
have the fame good Effects amongſt Men. 'Puriſh- 
ing Adulteries and Fornications, doth not only in- 
ereaſe the Number, but preſerves the Blood of 
Mankind in its Natural Dignity, and peoples the 
World with a Well-educated "Honourable Race, 


under the common Bonds of Natural Affection, 


and 
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and that Virtue that is practiſed in honeſt Fami- 
lies. Puniſhing the waſtful Sins of Debauchery and 
Drunkenneſs, beſides the many other Advantages to 
the Health and Families of thoſe that are reſtrained, 
makes. Gods Bleſſings reach to tlie Poor and Nee 
dy: And it is à very bad Government that — 
not think That one part of its Care and Ha 
Maintaining the true Knowledge of Cod 
as we are taught it in theo Everlaſting Gasel — 
the: Ever- Bleſſed Jeſus, doth not only: ſave Men's 
Souls in the next World, but draus Men off from 
all knaviſh Tricks, and fixes in their Minds a ſtrong 
Juſtice, a great Fidelity, a publick Spirit, and all ge- 
nerous Principles, that are the Springs of à Nati- 
ons Good, in Temporals as well as Spirituals. E 
way rihreouſueſs- exalts 4 Nation; it iv abe. Cu ; Cul 
tivates, Improves and Mends it: But every Sinner 
deſtroys much Good. So the Wiſe Son of Syrach ex- 
preſſes this Matter; and can be ſpoken more 
juſt and true. For what Havock doth a looſe law- 
leſs Prodigal make in his on Inheritance; and what 
Diſturbance doth he give to his ſober Neighbours 


round about him? He makes but a Mock at thoſe Injuries 


by which he draws Tears from others, and defeats 
them of all the good of à long Life's Care and 
Labour. When he caſts Firebrands, Arrows and 
Death, it is no more to him than a kind of 
Sport. He corrupts the Nouth by his Example and 
Influence ; and where ſuch looſe Perſons grow nu- 
merous, and happen to have Power or Riches, they 
make ſober Perſons avoid the place, and perhaps 
the Government, that ſuffer ſuch things unpuniſhed. 


OT way Vice depreſſes a Nation: It thins, im- 
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poveriſhes, Weabens; diſordere „decays, and | ſinks it 
— its Dignity, Strength, Honour, and Ri- 
ches. RA TA 4 * 


And therefore Magiſtrates of all ſorts, that are Lo- 
vers of their Countries Good, for their Countries ſake, 
for the ſake of the ſober part of their Neighbours, and 
for the ſecuring Peace and Quietneſs in their own Beds 
and Families, ought to ſet themſelves to the ſhaming 
and puniſhing all unreaſonable Men and Actions. Stir up 
a Spirit of Government in your Minds, and act with 
that Juſtice, Wiſdom, and Impartiality, that the Laws 
of God and Man require of you. Scatter Iniquity with 
your Eyes: Puniſh it in the Rich as well as in the Poor. 

Where ill Practices begin to get head, cruſh them in 
the Bud. As all Immoralities and bad Actions are a 
Diſhonour and Injury to Government, let them not 
dare to ſhew themſelves, much leſs carry off Victo- 
ries in Courts of Juſtice. As they are Works of 
Darkneſs, make them fly into Corners, and hide 
themſelves in Night and Concealment, 
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We have the Happineſs of living under a Queen, who 
hath ſet her Heart upon doing good to us all man- 
ner of ways; and particularly would raiſe us upto that 
Spirit of Piety, Sobriety and Virtue, that are the 
Strength, Ornament and Happineſs of Religious well- 
governed States and Kingdoms. As Her Government 
is Glorious, for Her pious Munificence towards God's 
Church, for her wonderful Succeſs in War, and for 
accompliſhing a Happy Union that had been ſo oft- 
en attempted in vain by Great and Wiſe Princes; 
fo for Son's ſake, for the Honour of him by * 
c c 
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he hath done theſe things, and for the Eternal 
Rel of Her own Soul, She would be, as hearty in 
Her  Endeavours for Reforming the Manners. of 
Her Subjects, as in procuring, their worldly Wealth 
and F-00644 For this Reaſon therefore She earneſtly 
preſſes. this Matter in Her Speeches, Her- Laws 
and Proclamations ; We hear Her calling upon us 
from the Throne, in Her Courts of Juſtice, in our 
Churches, and by Her Example. And I hope She will 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing, ſome worthy Fruits, of 
theſe truly Royal and; truly Chriſtian Cares. Tho 
reforming a looſe State of a Nation be as hard a 
Work as either - uniting. Scotland, or beating France, 
I hope we may ſay, that through the, Bleſſing of 
Him that is with Her in all She ,undertakes., She 
hath already ſome very conſiderable Effects of Her 
/ or de or: 21 i. 


For it is always to be remembred, that when we ſpeak 
of the Virtue of Nations, and the Religion and Sobriez 
ty of Publick Bodies, we may not mean it of any Ange · 
lical or Platonick State, where ſtubborn Youth and cor- 
rupt Nature ſhould break out into no Crimes. We do 
not underſtand it of ſuch a rigid Juſtice, ſevere Tempe- 
rance , ſullen Gravity, or continual Induſtry, as ſhould 
exclude good Humour, Freedom, Mirth, Chearfulneſs, 
Hoſpitality and Innocent Sports and Recreations: There 
are their good Uſes and Times for theſe in a well-go- - 
verned State, as well as for the graver Works and 
Labours of Mind and Body : And allowing for theſe 
things, we hope the benign Influence of Her Majeſty's 
Government, added to the Auſpicious Beginnings of this 
Work , in the happy Reign before us, have raiſed 

us, 


us, though' not to what we Wiſh ng” Pray for; 
- though not to what Pious Men miſt practiſe for 

their own" Salvation, yet to ſuch a State a8 , othe, 
virtuous Princes have been able to raiſe the un- 
weildy Paſſtons of our Human Nature: Tb fach a 
State as may "fitly be called Virtue; when compa- 
red with thoſe Nations thar live like Laiſh. 


But wit great — is there of Vienne and 
Care to preſs forward to thoſe Degrees of Virtue 
and Happincks, that are ſtill before us; and to keep 
us from falling back from what we have already 
aatained to. For it is a Truth that all Virtuous 

Perſons Would have much and often in their Minds, 
That either in their Religious or Civil, either in 
their Publick or Private Toncerns, it requires as 
much Care to preſerve a good State, as it doth to 
gain it. Facilit deſcenſus Averni. In all things the 
Change from Good to Bad is Down-hill and eaſy. 
Let but the Reins looſe, that things may go their 
own way; let but human Nature find that it may 
indulge its Pleaſures and Paſſions without harm; and 
what was gained by flow Degrees, and many a 
Care, and many an Exemplary Puniſhment, will be 
loſt in a little time, and without . either ' Care or 
Labour. 'Self-Intereſt , Love of Pleaſure , Ambition, 
Youthful” Heat and Paſſion, and Corrup t Nature will 
break out into ſuch frequent Acts of Violence, 

Quarrels, Adulteries, Robberies, Frauds, Perjuries, Bri. 
beries, and ſcandalous Perverſions of Juſtice , as will 
make it evil living for ſober Men amongſt us, 
Though we cannot boaſt much of our Virtue, as 
we are, we ſhould ſoon find it much worſe: = 
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nothing, but what many of you have, and yy 
and will endeavour with , Pleaſure ; , May, tha 
Cod, who" hath hitherts' Bleff: *d us above our 
add his Divine and Heavenly Benedliction heſe 
Pious Labours; that our Land may be," upon this 
ſcore as well as others, a Praiſe,' and Bleſſing, | and 
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| Example, among the Nations r about it. Amen. 
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